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Heinrich involves us in his quest to get inside the mind of the raven. But as animals can only be

spied on by getting quite close, Heinrich adopts ravens, thereby becoming a "raven father," as well

as observing them in their natural habitat. He studies their daily routines, and in the process, paints

a vivid picture of the ravens' world. At the heart of this book are Heinrich's love and respect for

these complex and engaging creatures, and through his keen observation and analysis, we become

their intimates too. Heinrich's passion for ravens has led him around the world in his research. Mind

of the Raven follows an exotic journey&#8212;from New England to Germany, and from Montana to

Baffin Island in the high Arctic&#8212;offering dazzling accounts of how science works in the field,

filtered through the eyes of a passionate observer of nature. Each new discovery and insight into

raven behavior is thrilling to read, at once lyrical and scientific.
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Bernd applies his multi-faceted brand of research to a species that is clearly close to his heart (the

raven), with spectacular results. He weaves anecdotes and scientific studies together flawlessly to

draw conclusions that are hard to argue with, if only because he refuses to draw unwarranted

conclusions when the evidence isn't clear. He personally studies ravens in his northeastern home

area, in Alaska, and in Germany to note the differences between different populations of the animal.

He also draws extensively on his observations from his own aviary, where it seems he is at times

obsessively painstaking in recording nuances of behavior that would fly over the heads of the



average bird owner.The Good and the Bad:This book has been done right, with a real attempt to

keep the reader's interest without compromising the scientific value of the work. The information

given is enough to be compelling without being too boring about statistics. The end of the book gets

a little more tilted towards hard science, with a fairly in-depth discussion about what warrants

consciousness and intelligence, but there's no other conclusion that would be appropriate.On the

bad side, there are very occasional forays into self-indulgence, as when he takes the opportunity to

argue the comments of a peer reviewer who contributed to the rejection of the publication of his

study, or when a not-so-funny joke is recounted.What I learned:The raven is a remarkable animal,

and consciousness evolves for as much of a specific reason as anything else. One bird might be

given all of the instinct necessary to operate within a very narrow range of activity, but shorted on

additional brain tissue, which is costly to maintain.
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